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Description
West Weaver Street is an east-west minor collector 0.23 miles long. The road is lined 
with numerous driveways and side streets. Speed limit is 25 mph.

�

�
Before. West Weaver St. had curbs but no concrete gutter pans. The 4’ bike lane is 1’ 
narrower than minimum standard for a bike lane next to a curb face. Yes, it’s dirty.
In a 2008 paper, I called for removal of these substandard bike lanes.
http://bicyclingmatters.files.wordpress.com/2008/08/bicycle-lanes-in-carrboro.pdf
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http://bicyclingmatters.files.wordpress.com/2008/08/bicycle-lanes-in-carrboro.pdf


In August 2013, West Weaver Street was reconstructed with new curb and gutter, but 
the road was not widened. It was re-striped with things that are labeled bike lanes.

�
After. Westbound.

�
Yes, it’s narrow.
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Truck and bus bodies are 8’6” wide; 10’ including mirrors. Bicycles have a 4’ minimum 
operating space; buffer must then be added. Further, none of these vehicles tracks as if 
on rails. Bicyclists do not have metal crumple zones and airbags. Like motorcyclists, 
their only protection is space. There is inadequate space for bicyclists with this design.  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Analysis

The 1994 North Carolina Bicycle Facilities Planning and Design Guidelines 

https://connect.ncdot.gov/projects/BikePed/Documents/Bicycle%20Projects
%20Planning%20and%20Design%20Guidelines%20-%20Full%20Version.pdf

says on page 31,

“Under ideal conditions, minimum bicycle lane width is 1.2 m (4 ft)... Additional 
width also is desirable when the width of the adjacent traffic lane is less than 3.6 
m (12 ft). This is an important addition because the effective clearance between a 
bicyclist and adjacent traffic is a function of the combined width of both the bike 
lane and the adjacent traffic lane.” 

Thus, a bike lane and adjacent lane should be a minimum of 16ʼ (12ʼ + 4ʼ). 
This is a very low bar. Here is a more recent NCDOT paper graphically showing the 
minimums:

https://connect.ncdot.gov/projects/BikePed/Documents/Bicycle%20Lanes.pdf

�
The 9’3” travel lane and 2’9” bike lane of West Weaver Street are a combined 12’. This 
is the same as a standard width lane intended for one vehicle. Instead of a 4’ space 
adjacent to a 12’ travel lane, Carrboro carved 2’9” off a 12’ standard lane and yelped 
“Bike Lane!” 

The ideology of providing for bicyclists has blinded Town officials to rational design. 
Long standing published guidelines are blatantly ignored in the zeal to accumulate bike 
lanes. And they’ve been previously informed of their numerous violations. 
http://bicyclingmatters.wordpress.com/local/bicycle-lanes-in-carrboro-nc/

The appropriate treatment is to remove the bike lane markings and stripes. Shared 
Lane Markings may be placed lane center. 
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